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liked Shan’s 
Army Rule 


_ By Bruce van Voorst 
Time-Life News Service 


TEHRAN, Iran — Several promi- 
nent Americans enthusiastically 
raised the establishment of a mili- 
tary government by the shah last 
November, and ‘even cautioned 
about returning too rapidly to civil- 
ian rule, according to a highly confi- 
dential document. 

They included President Carter's 
national security adviser, Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, CIA chief Stansfield 
Turner, Henry Kissinger and Nelson 
Rockefeller, the document said. The 
paper’s authenticity has been con- 
firmed by Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ibrahim Yazdi. l 

In the document, a 24-page, metic- 
ulously prepared handwritten re- 
port to the shah by the then-Iranian 
ambassador to Washington, Arde- 
shir Zahedi, the envoy quotes 
Brzezinski’s reaction to the estab- 
lishment of the military regime. 


“At 4:30 pm yesterday ... 
Brzezinski called me and said, ‘My 
congratulations, it was- a very good 
decision, and it came at an oppor- 
tune time. I understand from read- 
ing the (message) traffic that the 


British ambassador has warned the 
shah about. some consequences. 
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In his report Zahedi quoted Brze- 
zinski as asking, “Do you want us to 
make a statement?” Zahedi reported’ 
that he had suggested that “perhaps. 
after his majesty’s scheduled mes- 
sage (to the nation) the U.S. could 
express the view that- after ‘this - 
chaos it was a necessary and useful- 
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All of this was a reaction to the! 
establishment of.a military govern- 
ment under the former armed forces 
chief of staff, Gen. Golam Reza AZ-. 
hari, after a series of demonstrations 
and strikes and a night in which| 
throngs burned theaters, banks, res- 
taurants and government minis- 
tries. ` i aR 

Zahedi’s report, which is undated | 
but from internal evidence was writ- 
ten Nov. 5, has circulated in Tehran 
for some time but was not widely 
quoted because of doubts about its 
authenticity. - ss 

After expressing his- satisfaction 


. at the shah’s decision, Zahedi wrote 


that Brzezinksi continued, ‘I hope 
you won't fix a definitive date to re- 
place the military government with | 
a civilian one because in that case 
your hands will be tied.. `- LaF 
“This-is good news,” Zahedi quotes 
Brzezinski as saying. “We shall in- 
form the president immediately.” - 
Though the British ambassador's 
comments are not discussed in de- 
tail, that meeting. also was men- 
tioned by Rockefeller who, accord- 
ing to- Zahedi, “telephoned 
personally to congratulate me on the 





















establishment of the military gov-|" 


ernment.” Rockefeller said the 
British ambassador emphasized to 
the shah the need for a coalition 
government’ and ~ “lectured on 
history.” pittance” OF 8 Be tee ve 

Independent reporting confirms 
that immediately- before dissolving 
the civilian cabinet and establishing 
a military regime; the shah called in 
U.S. Ambassador William H. Sullivan 
and British Ambassador Sir Anthony 
D. Parsons to ask their views. Par- 
sons was widely considered the most 


able analyst in the diplomatic corps} . 
... According, .to - unimpeachable 
sources. here, Parsons told the shah, |. 


“I would not have commented, but 
. < precedent shows thata military 
solution, after a revolution is as ad- 
vanced as this, does not work." piis 
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The American ambassador, on the] 
contrary, told the shah that “tne op-| 
position has failed to seize an errok] 
lent opportunity in your generous 
offer, and deserves a takeover by a 
military government.” The shah had} 
offered his critics several relatively | 
minor concessions, which were; 
treated with scora. T 

Further in the Zahedi document, y 


which. was passed to the shah by his; . 


Special. Bureau chief, Nosratollaa ; 
Moinian, Zahedi reports that, “F; 
talked wit 






enerous otter. Sn ee ee rs 
Zahedi thea records that “I talks 


with Kissinger.on the phone” and} ~ 


‘Kissinger was “happy at the news” 
Zahedi quotes Kissinger as descrit 
ing the establishment of a military; 








cabinet under-Azhari as “the best} — 


-decision his majesty has made, and if] 
he had made it earlier perhaps there} 


would have been fewer difficulties:”+- 
_ Asked recently about the Zahedi} 
‘comments reported in this docu-į 


ment, Kissinger did not question its 
validity, but challenged the accu-- 


racy of Zahedi’s reporting.. -u sa" = 
Zahedi concludes his report b 


saying that he had been ata “prìyatet © 
dinner” with a Senator ‘‘Wasser-| 
man” :-(the transliteration from} 


Zahedi’s writing in farsi is unclear), 


Carter administration official Robt. q 


ert S. Strauss:and Sen. Abraham 


Ribicoff. Zahedi continued..“Ribic-} 4 
off said Sen. (Howard) Baker oif o A 
asked Ribicoff to inform his majesty? 

that he would be a hundred percent} ~ 


at his majesty’s service and would 
not spare any effort to help. niim] 
.“Ribicoff talked a long time on the: 
personality of (the shah), his leader- 

. Ship, the-measures he has taken and 


the importance of Iran. He debers 


ately did: so.-for the -benefitof} 


` Strauss, special adviser tothe presi- 
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miral Turner (caer . 
of the CIA). He believes the National ae 





